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And the Award for Most
Treasonous Act Goes to...
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The award for
“Most Treasonous Act”
goes to... The “Most
Willing to Kill Vice
President Mike Pence
for President Trump”
award goes to... And
the moment we’ve all
been waiting for—the
award for “Best Insur-
rectionist and Most Vi-
olent Assault on a
Police Officer”—goes
to...

In an event that
reads like a parody but
was all too real, the so-
called “J6 Awards
Gala,” meant to honor
convicted criminals
from the January 6 at-
tack on the U.S. Capi-
tol, has been
postponed. Just days
before the planned cer-
emony, organizers
from the group Stand
in the Gap announced

that the event, origi-
nally scheduled for
Thursday at Trump Na-
tional Golf Club Bed-
minster in New Jersey,
would not go ahead as
planned.

The awards cere-
mony was set to pay
tribute to 20 MAGA
loyalists, many of
whom are currently be-
hind bars. These indi-
viduals were part of the
violent mob  that
stormed the Capitol
and later recorded a
song from jail titled
“Justice for All.” The
evening was described
by organizers as an
“unforgettable night,”
dedicated to honoring
those whom they have
labeled as heroes in the
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Funeral for Dallas police Officer Darron Burks to be held Saturday

A celebration of life will take place at Watermark Community Church to honor the officer killed Thursday in the line of duty

Officer Darron Burks
was fatally shot on Thurs-
day, Aug. 29, 2024, in Dal-
las. (Dallas Police
Department)

A celebration of life for
Officer Darron Burks will
be held at Watermark Com-
munity Church at 11 a.m.
Saturday, according to his
obituary.

There will be two visita-
tions at the church on Lyn-
don B. Johnson Freeway in
North Dallas — one from
7-9 p.m. Friday and a sec-
ond from 9-11 a.m. Sat-

“His bravery, dedication,
and selflessness were ev-
ident in every aspect of his
work, and he was a beacon
of hope and security for
those he served,” his obitu-
ary, posted by Restland Fu-
neral Home, reads. “Darron
will be deeply missed by his
family, friends, colleagues,
and all who had the privi-
lege of knowing him. His
legacy of courage and serv-
ice will forever be remem-
bered and honored.”

Burks, 46, was shot and
killed Thursday night.

By Lilly Kersh/Dallas Morning News

Staff Writer

onds of approaching his pa-
trol vehicle in southeast
Oak Cliff, according to po-
lice officials. Two officers
who responded were shot
and wounded.

Hundreds have attended
memorials and vigils fol-
lowing Burks’ death. He
was a former teacher who
had just finished his police
training in December.

Burks’ death has shaken
a community in grief over a
lost brother, leader, and
friend. He was a member of
Omega Psi Phi fraternity

urday, followed by the Corey Cobb-Bey, 30, “ex- and a graduate of Paul Office Darron Burks
ceremony. ecuted” Burks within sec- Quinn College. Photo Credit: Dallas Police Department.
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The Dallas Post Tribune is
published weekly by the Tribune
Publishing Incorporated, 2726
S. Beckley, Dallas, Texas,
75224, Bulk Rate [1345]. Post-
age is paid to the Dallas Post-
master. Send address changes to
The Dallas Post Tribune, P.O.
Box 570769, Dallas, Texas,
75357-0769. THE DALLAS
POST TRIBUNE is not respon-
sible for unsolicited materials.
Address all correspondence to
EDITOR, The Dallas Post
Tribune, P.O. Box 763939,
Dallas, Texas 75376-3939 or e-
mail production@dallaspost-
trib.net. All articles should be
addressed to the appropriate staff
member. Advertisements, ar-
ticles, editorials, letters to the ed-
itor and cartoons appearing in
the paper do not necessarily rep-
resent the philosophy or views of
The Dallas Post Tribune.
Regulations for Publication
1)  We reserve the right to
edit articles for content and
proper grammar. We also re-
serve the right to truncate ar-
ticles for space requirements.
2)  Wereserve the right to re-
fuse any advertisement or can-
cel any advertisement contract.
3)  Deadline for receipt of ar-
ticles is MONDAY AT NOON
WITH NO EXCEPTIONS un-
less authorized by the publisher.
4)  Deadline for receipt of
advertisements is MONDAY
AT NOON. Advertisements
will not be received after that
point unless they are camera
ready and have been approved
by the publisher.
5)  Allarticles and advertise-
ments must be proofed by the
article placer or advertiser. We
will not be held responsible for
any errors if the article placer or
advertiser does not proof their
article or advertisement.
6)  Articles and advertise-
ments received past the stated
deadlines will be held over for
the next publication if applica-
ble.
7)  We will not be held re-
sponsible for pictures that are
not claimed after two (2) weeks.
Pictures held after two (2)
weeks are subject to disposal.
8)  Advertisement position-
ing based on a first-come basis.
Positioning can be guaranteed
for 15% over total cost.

CREDO OF THE BLACK PRESS

The Black Press believes that America can best lead the
world away from racial and national antagonisms when it
accords to every person, regardless of race, color or creed,
full human and legal rights. Hating no person, fearing no
}fgerson, the Black Press strives to help every person in the
irm belief that all are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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EDITORIAL PAGE

By Cheryl Smith

“My Truth”
What the world needs
now...

Publisher of I Messenger Media

Texas Metro News

It could’ve been the
1980s instead of almost
40 years later. As 1
watched the Democratic

National Committee
Convention, I recalled
Rev. Jesse Jackson’s
speech at the 1988 DNC
convention when he
talked about keeping
hope alive. Between the
DNC convention
speakers and the Sunday
night calls with #Win-
WithBlackWomen, I do

have hope. The strug-
gle is real, and those in
the struggle do get
tired.

It was the Honorable
Fannie Lou Hamer
who said, “I’m sick and
tired of being sick and
tired!” The more things
change the more they
stay the same. Those
were my sentiments be-
fore President Joe
Biden stepped aside
and passed the baton to
Vice President Kamala
Harris.

But to hear from
some of the dynamic
speakers and to see
love exhibited, along
with hearing people
talking about a future
that was not filled with
hate, stupidity, and rac-
ism gave me hope.

So the DNC con-
vention was over on

Thursday and my voice
was weak from radio
interviews, but I felt
good. Sunday came
along and I said no way
am I not getting on the
call with those dynamic
sisters. It was FOMO
time for me and I had a
fear of missing out.

I got on the call and
I wasn’t disappointed.
There was so much
positivity from these
sisters who have been
working tirelessly to
bring us together. It
was a lovefest.

We talked about the
anti-blackness  mes-
sages, the sexist mes-
sages, and the offensive
racist ones. As organiz-
ers said, we have to
lead with the truth,
share the lie, and then
end with the truth; as
we deal with all the

misinformation  and
disinformation out
there. If no one says
anything folks will be-
lieve the hype and take
every lie as the truth.

There was talk about
that document of al-
most 1000 pages —
Project 2025. We need
to know what’s going
on with that document
and Black Women are
sharing information.
We know that the Vice
President/the presiden-
tial candidate is going
to be assaulted from
head to toe, inside and
out.

It’s important that
she knows that she has
people supporting her. |
know that I will con-
tinue to say, “VOTE!”

Continue Truth Page
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The HBCU Football Season Is
Here And The Fans Are Fired

Up And Ready To Go

By James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.

James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D.

America has a fixa-
tion and obsession
when it comes to foot-
ball. It is without much
debate that we can say
football is in our front
mirror all year round.

Each August, our
proclamations and pre-
dictions turn to foot-
ball. We cannot wait
for our favorite team to
take the field. Some of
us have more than one
favorite team, so we
are constantly on edge.
We have our football
gear ready to wear.

Football at HBCUs
(Historically ~ Black
Colleges and Universi-
ties) is back for another
exciting season. Each
of the HBCU confer-
ences has an exciting
lineup of games and of
course, homecoming
games as well.

Attending an HBCU
football game means
having fun and a good
time. It’s not only the
game itself, but it’s the
fellowship as well.

When I was an under-
graduate  student at
Johnson C. Smith Uni-
versity, an HBCU lo-
cated in Charlotte NC,
football Saturdays were a
big deal. Some of the
players were our room-
mates so that gave us an
extra reason to cheer.

Upon reflection, the
football team was a part
of us. We ate together in
the same cafeteria, went
to the same chapel serv-
ices, attended the same
lyceum programs and
went to the same dances.

The football coaches
were also a part of our
daily campus life. They
were our teachers and
our advisers. Wearing the
title coach meant being
totally invested in the life
of the college.

Historical records
show that the first HBCU
football game was played
on December 27, 1892,
between Biddle College,
now Johnson C. Smith
University, and Living-
stone College, located in
Salisbury, NC. These
schools compete today in
the CIAA (Central Inter-
collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation).

Back in the day,
HBCU games were not
televised. Today they are.
Just ten days ago, Florida
A&M University played
Norfolk State University
on ABC television. There

will be more HBCU
games on television over
the season.

Beginning on August
31st, HBCU Go Sports
will televise games from
the SWAC, CIAA, and
SIAC every Saturday.
For example, on August
31st, Virginia Union Uni-
versity will compete
against Kentucky State
University in Frankfort
KY. Another match-up
on September 7th will
see Tuskegee University
taking on Grambling

State  University  in
Grambling LA.
The Allen Media

Group says there will be
8 games from the CIAA,
9 games from the SIAC
and 14 games from the
SWAC. This will include
the Southern Heritage
Classic, 6 homecoming
games and the CIAA
Football Championship.

Byron Allen,
Founder/Chairman/CEO
of HBCU parent com-
pany, Allen Media Group
says, “As we enter
HBCU Go’s third foot-
ball season, we are proud
to showcase the very best
HBCU match-ups. Now
is the time for HBCUs,
and HBCU Go is the true
destination for coverage
of Black college sports
and culture.”

If you want to see
some fantastic college
football, check out the

entire HBCU Go lineup.
Many of us travel to
these games and tailgate
with our family and
friends. They will have
your favorite chicken,
ribs, potato salad, mac
and cheese. Don’t forget
the chocolate cake and
bread pudding.

I believe it is vitally
important that we sup-
port this media outlet as
much as possible. Never
have we had this kind of
exposure to Black Col-
lege sports. The era of
Black College sports is
growing each year. We
are receiving the ap-
plause and the acclaim
that is long overdue. We
have writers who are
tuned in to Black College
sports. Be sure to read
columns by Kyle T. Mos-
ley and Steven Gaither,
as you will see their in-
depth analysis and inter-
views. Listen to sports
announcers like Charlie
Neal who is the first Af-
rican American to re-
ceive  the  National
Football Foundation
Chris Schenkel Award.
His commentary will
make you feel like you
are in the stands.

I know you are ready
for some football so get
ready for some first
downs and some touch-
downs. HBCU football
will bring it all to you.
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Paul’s Discussion to
Timothy and Others

In this final chapter, Paul will in-
struct Timothy with regard to various
groups, particularly those that would
cause problems. I Timothy 6:1-21,
may be outlined as follows: 1. Paul’s
Discussion Regarding Various Groups
in Ephesus — I Timothy 6:1-5; II.
Paul’s Discussion to the Wealthy and
About Godliness — I Timothy 6:6-21.

I. Paul’s Discussion Regarding Var-
ious Groups in Ephesus
I Timothy 6:1-5

In verses 1-2 Paul discussed that
slaves are to view their masters as
worthy of full respect. Such honor or
respect should be granted lest God’s
reputation and the Christian faith be
defamed. Christian slaves whose
masters are also believers should re-
double rather than reduce their serv-
ice.

In verses 3-5, cited those trouble-
makers who caused spiritual harm in
the church. They were false teachers
who did not agree to Paul’s teachings;
thus, Paul noted this group and dealt
with them. Paul stated that this trou-
bling group was proud; they want to
be important people in the church.
However, they were ignorant, know-
ing nothing! They are sick, for the
word “doting” actually means “dis-

[ Timothy 6:1-21

eased, sickly.” Having rejected the
healthy (sound) doctrine, they have
made themselves spiritually sick. In-
stead of feeding on the truths of God’s
word, they feed on empty questions
and the meaning of words; thus, all of
this leads to envies, strife, constant
turmoil and not godliness.

II. Paul’s Discussion to the Wealthy
and About Godliness
I Timothy 6:6-21

In verses 6-8, Paul instructs that
godliness does not produce financial
gain; however, godliness is gain when
accompanied with contentment. The
material things, which are so transient,
should be utilized to God’s glory, but
they do not contribute to godliness.
Christians are to be satisfied and
content with the basic material needs
of life.

In verses 9-10, Paul is warning
those who will to be rich, that is, those
who set their whole attention on
wealth. This kind of person is bound
to fall into temptation and snares and
will eventually sink into destruction.
Verse 10 teaches that “love of money
is a root of all kinds of evil.” Money
itself is neutral; the way it is used, and
the heart and motive behind it, deter-
mines its character. For example, ev-

eryone of the ten commandments can
be broken because of money. Ho-
wever, money can be used for the
cause of Christ!

In contrast with those of verse 10
who chase after riches, Timothy was
to flee and chase after personal virtues
with eternal values: righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance, and
gentleness (v. 11). Timothy was also
to “fight the good fight of faith” (v.
12). This fight may be outward or in-
ward, physical, or spiritual. Timothy
was to give the most diligent effort to
this most worthwhile struggle to
further the faith. Timothy was to ap-
propriate the fact that he possessed
eternal life. Timothy was to “lay hold
on eternal life”, in the sense that Timo-
thy would make it clear that he pos-
sessed eternal life by the life he lived.

In verses 13-14, Paul addressed
Timothy with a most personal and sol-
emn charge (v. 13). Paul stated that
Timothy was to “keep this command-
ment without spot or blame.” This
commandment referred to the entire
body of sound doctrine Paul had been
instructing in the letter. By Timothy’s
godly life and service,

Timothy was urged to preserve this
body of truth from stain and reproach
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus
Christ (v. 14), (Il Timothy 1:10; 4:1,

Rev. Johnny Calvin Smith

8: Titus 2:13).

In verses 15-16, Paul instructs
Timothy that God will bring about
Christ’s appearing in His own time.
Paul issued a most astounding doxol-
ogy to the Lord. The expression “who
only hath immortality” refers to Jesus
Christ who was raised from the dead
in a glorified body.

In verses 17-19, Paul instructs those
with wealth, telling them how to use
their riches for God’s glory. They are
to be humble, accepting their wealth
as a stewardship from God. They
should keep their eyes on the giver,
and not put their trust in the gifts.
Money should be used for good
works; it should be shared (com-
municated); it should be invested in
things eternal, laying a good founda-
tion for the time to come.

In verses 20-21, Paul exhorted
Timothy to guard the deposit or trust
Paul had passed on to him. The body
of truth that was to be deposited or
guarded by Timothy was under attack
in Ephesus. Timothy was to “turn
away from godless chatter and oppos-
ing ideas and what is falsely called
knowledge. Those embracing such er-
roneous teaching had wandered from
the faith.

“May God Bless!”
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to support the January
6 defendants,

The twice 1im-
peached and 34 times
convicted felon and

who

4

aftermath of the insur-
rection.

Though the event
was advertised with
Donald Trump listed
as an “invited guest,”
it was reported by The
New York Times that
the former president
was not expected to
attend. Instead,
Trump’s former attor-
ney, Rudy Giuliani,
was promoted as a
featured guest, along
with several right-
wing influencers and
the families of the im-
prisoned insurrection-
ists, referred to by
their supporters as
“America’s Heroes.”

The gala wasn’t
cheap, cither. General
admission tickets cost
$1,500, while VIP
tickets, which offered
attendees closer prox-
imity to the controver-
sial gathering, cost
$2,500. The funds

continue to face sig-
nificant legal and fi-
nancial challenges,
according to the
event’s organizers.
However, the gala’s
postponement came as
a surprise to many. In
late August, Fox Busi-
ness, part of the Fox
News family that had
amplified the electoral
disinformation  that
fueled the attack, re-
ported that the event
was being delayed due
to “scheduling con-

flicts” with invited
guest speakers. De-
spite  that report,

which claimed Trump
might be in atten-
dance, the gala re-
ceived little attention
from major news out-
lets.

While the fund-
raiser has been post-
poned, Stand in the
Gap expressed hope
that it would occur
after November 5—

former president, who
has long expressed
support for the indi-
viduals convicted in
connection with the
insurrection, has pub-
licly called for their
release, referring to
them as “hostages.”
Prominent MAGA
figures such as Geor-
gia Republican Rep.
Marjorie Taylor
Greene have even vis-
ited some of these in-
carcerated individuals,
further cementing
their status as martyrs
within far-right cir-
cles.
Meanwhile,
Trump’s legal troubles
continue to escalate.
The 78-year-old faces
sentencing on Sep-
tember 18 for 34 fel-
ony counts related to
falsifying  business
records to conceal an
alleged affair with
adult film actress

raised were intended Election Day. Stormy Daniels.
Continued Truth out. Shavon Arline who said we must own
Page 1 Bradley of the National  this moment. She en-
Council of Negro couraged us to know
Is that too much to ask?  Women was on the call our electoral status,
I tell you when I and talked about especially if we are in

think about what we’re
doing, where we are
going, what we need to
do, and what the alter-
native is, the least I can
do is help get the vote

women of days gone by
who fought for a day
they knew they would
never see.

Then there was the
brilliant Donna Brazile

battleground states, and
we have to know the
deadlines for our juris-
diction, so we don’t
miss out on this impor-
tant vote.
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PEST CONTROL

SPECIAL ATTENTION FOR:
e Bedbugs
e Roaches
¢ Rodents These Texas Lottery Commission scratch ticket games will be closing soon:
e Ants . . S
* \f. o Termites Game Name / Odds Official Close | End Validations
Lady Luck 777
* NOW HIRING * 2555 Overall Ogds are 1in 3.65 $10 9/2/24 3/1/25
e Background Check e Drug Test 7-11-21
. ] 2417 Overall Odds are 1 in 4.87 $1 10/23/24 4/21/25
¢ Polygraph Test e Physical Required Bons 7
2546 Overall Ocds are 1 in 4.29 32 10/23/24 4121725
WE TREAT RESIDENTIAL AND 2550 overall St X 25 $5 | 102324 4121/25
2533 Overall Odds are 1 in 4.01 %5 10/23/24 4/21/25
S & B PEST CONTROL SERVICE 50X the Win
2554 Overall Odds are 1 in 4.09 %5 10/23/24 4/21/25
BILLY ROBINSON 2386 Break the Bank Super Ticket™ | o | 45/9/4 4/21/25
214-946-5879 SINCE 1958 Overall Odds are 1 in 3.80
1
2560 ovo, $100 or $001 $10 | 10/23/24 4/21/25

Texaslottery.com is the official source for all pertinent game information. Game closing procedures may be
initiated for documented business reasons. These games may have prizes unclaimed, including top prizes. E X H

In addition, game closing procedures will be initiated when all top prizes have been claimed. During closing, ®
games may be sold even after all top prizes have been claimed. Must be 18 or older to purchase a ticket. For L l] T T E H 'l'
help with a gambling problem, nepgambling.org. © 2024 Texas Lottery Commission. PLAY RESPONSIBLY.

Property Management

Attention

IM you are having problems with your remtal
property, call us at (214) 942-3096.
We will collect your reat for vou.
Call us today!

MEMEER OF THE BETTER BUSINESS
BUREAL OF METROPOLITAN DALLAS

We Caollect
We Eviei

= %We Pul Heliable lenmanis In Your Howuse
Family Owned and Operated

JOB POSTING

The Dallas Post Tribune
Premise to Live By

Love of God

Love of Country

Ed Bell Construction Company

An Equal Opportunity Employer Love of Self

September 1, 2024 Love of Humanity

Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business in the North Texas
market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas,
Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield (plus many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the
highway market locally.

and

The Will to Serve

‘We are currently hiring for the following positions:

My Do Slirmees

Hemial Froperiy Ay solable
LONE STAR FROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Froperty Management Specialist
2209 { oddar U resi Rival, = Dalles, Tesas 75200
(204) 9421 - 2%

Form setter (Paving)

Boom Mobile Crane (CDL)

Laborer (Paving, Structures)

Batch Plant Operator (Paving)

Concrete Paving Operator (Paving)

Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork)

Concrete Finishers (Paving, Structures)

CDL Drivers (Water Truck, Haul Truck)
Excavator Operator (Earthwork, Underground)

Yy

Anpand

— e . sp
-=- Call today and receive a s,

=—!l FREE SHOWER PACKAGE

F PLUS $1600 OFF
WALK-IN TUES 1-855-576-5653

With purchase of ainew Safe StepWalk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available
while supplies Iast, No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

7191614181113 |5]|2
4

Available: multiple openings

Ptep Rate: Negotiable

Must have own transportation.

Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on position)
Physical and Drug Screen Required

Must have a Clear Background

Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)

ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS WITH THE
DALLAS POST
TRIBUNE
Must APPLY IN PERSON at 10605 Harry Hines Blvd., Dallas, TX 75220 from 7am-1lam Mon-Fri.
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Quinn Minute

Swimming lesson
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hood.

Nearby was a pub-
lic pool that offered
free swimming les-
sons each summer.

Most of us kids
begged to attend
those lessons, and

most of us did.

This was just a me-
dium-sized pool that
was not equipped to
hold a full neighbor-
hood. Sometimes,
there were so many of
us that it heated the
water...which brings

medium-sized frog
swimming freestyle
around the edges.
But the frog wasn’t
there for the lessons.
It apparently wanted
out. What could I do?
I walked over to
the frog, cradled it in
my hands, and lifted
it onto the edge. Since
this water contained
chemicals, I probably
saved that amphibian.
But he sat on the
edge for a minute,
then jumped back

crete a substance that
makes them slippery.
That frog slid out of
my hand and back
into the water.

I kept chasing him
around the pool, and
he kept evading me
until — suddenly — he
got sucked into the
filter.

That’s the day I
learned that — like
that frog — some
people don’t realize
when the water’s too
deep. And they don’t

water constantly can
be very draining.

I tried this walk-
ing downtown last
Saturday. Any time I
suddenly felt happy,
I started clapping.

This attracted two
other clappers with
alternative rhythms,
a harmonica player,
a juggler, and a dog
that walked on its
back legs.

We open next
Thursday night at
the civic center.

row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9. Baby Boomer, so One day, I was cradled him to help those who offer
when I grew up in the standing in the water him escape, but he help.
ﬁ‘é"sll'gé'ﬁ-ﬁl'\‘L% 1960s, there were near the pool’s edge surprised me. Then, suddenly,
nearly three zillion when I saw a small As you probably they realize that
? kids in my neighbor- green object. It was a know, some frogs se- jumping into hot
Unbeatable
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By Norma Adams-Wade
Texas Metro News Correspondent

For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, That it will sprout again, And that the tender branch thereof will not cease. ..

The “premeditated
execution” -- as Dallas
police chief Eddie Gar-
cia termed it -- is one of
the one million times
when your soul asks...
“Why?!” If you are a
pragmatist who does not
believe in evil, this trav-
esty surely has to make
you reconsider. By now
-- out of the tsunami of
media coverage — you
surely know that Dallas
police officer Darron
Lee Burks, 46, was fa-
tally shot on Aug. 29
while taking a break be-
tween assignments, sit-
ting in his marked patrol
car, in the parking lot of
the nonprofit For Oak
CIiff.

The building on Led-
better Drive previously
was the longtime loca-
tion of  Moorland
Branch YMCA before
the Y moved to its cur-
rent location on Hamp-
ton Road in Oak CIiff.
The on-duty death of
any police officer is
prime-time news. Ho-
wever, Burks’ demise
has an added quality be-

):riclag, Sth 6

Saturdag, SePt. 7

Sunclag, Scpt, 8

Monclag, ScPt. 9

Tucsclag, Scpt. 10

Out of evil, make good
Let’s create permanent honor
for Officer Darron Burks

bring forth boughs like a plant.
Job 14:7, 9 KJV

In high school ports As ateenage in Sunday dress

uniform.

with another youth.

With his Omega Psi Phi frat bros.

cause of how the com-
munity has almost lion-
ized him for his
admirable character and
public service.

The 17-year former
math teacher at Texans

Can Academies in Dal-
las was a graduate of
Lake Highland H. S. in
Richardson and Paul
Quinn College in south-
east Dallas who stood
out as a moral role

model, sports figure,
and leader in areas in-
cluding being president
of his Omega Psi Phi
fraternity chapter. He
was a member of Oak
Cliff Bible Fellowship
and served in the park-
ing ministry. Two other
officers dispatched to
aid him also were in-
jured. One, Sr. Cpl.
Jamie Farmer has been
released from the hospi-
tal.

The other, Cpl. Kar-
issa David, at the last re-
port still was in critical
but stable condition and
is expected to recover.
The suspect, Corey
CobbBey, 30, was fa-
tally shot by police after
he led them on a 30-mi-
nute car chase, stopped
the car in Lewisville,
then approached the of-
ficers pointing a long
gun at them before po-
lice fired fatal shots at
him, police reports
state.

Officials on different
levels of government
are investigating Officer
Burks’ death which so

far still is seen as a
senseless murder of a
good man by an appar-
ently misguided
stranger. No evidence
has turned up that the
two men knew each
other. An avalanche of
praise for Officer Burks’
good character and pub-
lic service continues
days after his death and
likely will continue
through his funeral
service on Saturday,
September 7.

And by the time you
read this report, many
more details likely will
have surfaced. I was just
thinking.... the impres-
sive, positive feedback
about Officer Burks
further prompts the
question of why such a
meritorious humanitar-
ian would be cut down
in such a pointless way.
Again, “Why?!” It’s an
answer too beyond our
human pay grade to fig-
ure that one out. But, ...
let’s resolve to help his
life have meaning.

Let’s help influence
others to live with tan-

yet ...
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it will bud, and...

gible, meaningful pur-
pose as was his goal --
cut short too soon. So,
how to make that goal
happen for the sake of
this martyr? And yes,
Burks has become a
martyr who died be-
cause he chose to serve
others through uphold-
ing law enforcement to
keep the community
safe. Those who knew
him say he felt his
choice was a calling,
and, yes, that calling led
to his untimely demise.

It seems clear that his
decision deserves hoor.
Our question is how to
best fulfill that honor.
See suggestions in the
attached two sidebars.
The first attachment
suggests tangible ways
to give meaning to Of-
ficer Burks’ sacrifice.
The second chronicles
comments various
people made about his
stellar life. I request that
you store this report in
an important place and
use it to help you recall
Burks’ impact and per-
haps to guide your own.

Photo Credit: The HUB
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uplifting and celebrating
their diversity can be a
challenge, but teachers
and administrators say it
is their calling.

“We stay here — and
in the profession — be-
cause we have a passion
for it,” said Maria Fer-
nandez, a fourth-grade
teacher. “It’s vocational.
We could be in any other
place, but we stay.”

A little over 10% of
the student population is
Black, and 1.2% is In-
digenous. Almost 4%
identify as White.

The teachers at Persh-
ing are just as diverse as
their students.

Not only do educators
represent different cul-
tures, they also came to

Pershing in different
ways. Some are new
teachers. Others are vet-
erans, with over 24 years
of experience. A handful
are former lawyers, who
pursued their passion for
education as a second ca-
reer.

The school’s diver-
sity, combined with the
commitment to building
relationships with stu-
dents and their families,
are key to establishing a
lasting legacy of excel-
lence.

“Everybody is pursu-
ing academic excellence
first. But we don’t want
to forget the base of that
excellence is on authen-
tic relationships with the
students — authentic and
diverse,” Fernandez said.

Students at Pershing
consistently receive high

marks on STAAR tests.
At least 30% reached the
Master’s Level, meaning
they are expected to suc-
ceed in the next grade or
course with little or no
academic intervention.
Additionally, students
scored high in the Meets
and Exceptional cate-
gories, coming in at least
62% and 91% respec-
tively.

These results are due
in part to the various
teaching styles students
have the opportunity to
learn from.

“We are really diverse
— the way that we teach,
the way that we are,”
Fernandez said.

For example, she no-
ticed students lacked
confidence in vocabu-
lary and interest in
reading when they re-
turned to school after the
COVID-19 pandemic.
So, to make it interest-
ing, Fernandez incorpo-
rated drama into reading
lessons by using puppets
and having her students
put on shows for the
younger kids. The stu-
dents now look forward
to being in fourth grade
so they can play with

puppets, she said.

Rafael Gonzalez, a
fourth-grade  teacher,
brought in a class pet
that not only offers pos-
itive reinforcement for
good behavior, but also
teaches students respon-
sibility.

“It’s a random system
that decides who gets to
take care of the pet,” he

said. “Sometimes, it’s
whoever scored the
highest on tests. But

that’s not fair to do all
the time. So another
week, it’s who showed
the most citizenship
skills. I sometimes think
they learn better with the
pet in the classroom.”

At Pershing, the kids
are more than students.
They are people, and
teachers make a point to
develop relationships
with each and every per-
son who walks through
their door.

As a result, student
surveys revealed a 91%
overall satisfaction rat-
ing, with students feel-
ing safe and valuing
their educational experi-
ence. And when students
feel valued, safe, and
enjoy learning, they are

empowered to take edu-
cation seriously.

“When you’re build-
ing relationships with
the students, that’s what
makes them feel safe
and  valued,” said
Brooke Rivera, third-
and-fourth-grade
teacher. “They see the
teacher cares more than
just about them getting
Master’s on the test.”

While Pershing fol-
lows district safety pro-
tocols, Lourdes
Morales-Figueroa, prin-
cipal of Pershing, says a
culture of safety is so
much more than having
systems in place.

“Safety is a feeling of
love, respect and value.
But it’s also the place
that a student can go
here and know nothing’s
going to happen to them,
especially when you
have newcomers that
have been traveling
through the jungle for
three or four months,”
she said.

Integral to the con-
tinued culture of excel-
lence is buy-in from
parents.

“A parent’s presence
is essential. By our-

selves, we cannot do
it,” Morales-Figueroa
said. “Their input, ef-
forts and involvement
is key.”

Parents do their best
to make it to confer-
ences. And when the
school hosts events,
parents fill the hall-
ways, Gonzalez said.

“We need to wel-
come everyone in the
school, and parents are
included in that,” he
said.

Rivera agreed.

“Parents want to
come here. They feel
seen. We know their
names and their cir-
cumstances,” she said.

Her advice for
teachers as they strive
for their own model of
excellence in their
schools is to keep the
joy in teaching.

“The teachers here
have their own person-
ality and are great at
bringing that to their
students. When I come
to work, I enjoy it,” she
said. “Teaching can be
hard sometimes, but
really find what about it
brings you joy, and em-
brace that.”
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2024 Texas Elections

Here’s how to vote by mail in Texas for the

November 2024 election

The deadline to apply for a mail-in ballot is Oct. 25. The deadline for mail-in ballots to be returned or postmarked is
Nov. 5 unless it is from an overseas voter.

By Mikayla Higgins, Texas Tribune

The Nov. 5 election is quickly ap-
proaching, and Texans will have the
opportunity to vote for several federal,
state and local officials, including pres-
ident.

The Texas Tribune, a nonprofit and
nonpartisan news organization, is ded-
icated to helping Texans navigate the
intricacies that may come with voting
by mail or voting as a student or as a
Texan with disabilities. This year,
we’ve created a series of guides in ad-
dition to our comprehensive voter
guide; this is our guide for voting by
mail.

To vote by mail, Texans need to
meet specific eligibility requirements.
Mail-in voting can also be challenging
due to various identification require-
ments and potential delays. Here's an
overview of how to apply for and sub-
mit your mail-in ballot before the Oct.
25 deadline and how to handle any is-
sues in the process.

Key dates
* Election Day: Nov. 5, 2024
» Last day to register to vote: Oct.
7,2024
* First day of early voting by per-
sonal appearance: Oct. 21, Last
day of early voting by personal ap-
pearance: Nov. 1, 2024
e Last day to apply for ballot by
mail: Oct. 25, 2024
e Last day to for a county to re-
ceive a mailed ballot: Nov. 5, 2024
(Election Day) or Wednesday,
Nov. 6, 2024 if postmarked (see
more details explanation below in
the section on deadlines).

Who can register to vote by mail?

Texans who meet one of the follow-
ing requirements can request to vote by
mail:

* You will be 65 years or older by
Election Day.

* You cite a sickness or disability
that prevents you from voting in
person without needing personal
assistance or without the likeli-
hood of injuring your health.

* You will not be in your county
for the entire election period, in-
cluding early voting.

* You are expected to give birth
within three weeks before or after
Election Day.

* You are confined in jail but
otherwise eligible (i.e., not con-
victed of a felony).

Note that the Texas Election Code’s
definition of disability is broader than
other federal definitions. It’s up to the
voter to decide whether they have an
illness or physical condition that pre-
vents them from voting in person with-
out assistance, and election officials
don’t have the authority to question a
voter’s reasoning.

College students registered at a res-
idence in Texas, such as a parent’s
home, but studying out of state can
apply for absentee ballots, but they
must request a mail-in ballot ahead of
every election for which they will be
absent from the state. Students from
other states who are studying in Texas
can also choose to register to vote in
Texas using their dorm or Texas ad-
dress.

If you are voting absentee, such as
from out of state or overseas, and want
to see what will appear on your ballot,
you can get a sample ballot from your
county. In most cases, sample ballots
can be found on your county’s election
website, and you can request your bal-
lot on the Federal Voting Assistance
Program website.

What identification do I need to vote
by mail?

To vote by mail, you must provide
one of the following numbers on your
ballot by mail application and your
mail ballot carrier envelope.

* A driver’s license number
* A Texas personal identification

number

e Texas election ID certificate
number (issued by DPS; different
from the number found on your
voter registration certificate)

e The last four digits of your So-
cial Security number

Voters who don’t have any of those
can also check a box indicating they
have not been issued qualifying identi-
fication. The requirement for voters to
provide an ID number was added by
the Texas Legislature in 2021, and
some voters have since had their bal-
lots or applications rejected because
they didn’t provide an ID number or
the number they provided did not
match the one the state had for the
voter. The League of Women Voters of
Texas told The Texas Tribune that it’s
best to note your preferred identifica-
tion and the last four digits of your so-
cial security number on the application
to ensure ease of application process-
ing.

If you need help, you can ask some-
one you trust to help you fill out or mail
the form. The person who assists you
must write their name and address next
to your signature and sign the applica-
tion.

How do you apply for mail-in vot-
ing?

To request an application to vote by
mail, call your local or county office
holding the election or fill out this form
on the Texas Secretary of State’s web-
site. You can also download the Eng-
lish or Spanish language application.
You can submit the application by
mail, fax or email to your Early Voting
Clerk. If you email or fax your appli-
cation, you must also send the original
hard copy of your application to the
Early Voting Clerk. The clerk must re-
ceive the hard copy no later than the
fourth business day after the applica-
tion deadline if you email or fax it.

If you are voting early due to an ex-
pected absence, you may apply by mail
or in person before the early voting
period for that election begins; this
year, the early voting period for the
general election starts Oct. 21.

If you are voting by mail because
you are disabled or 65 or older, you
may use a single application to request
ballots for all county elections in the
calendar year. To do so, mark “Annual
Application” on your application for a
ballot by mail when selecting the elec-
tion for which you are applying.

Early Voting Clerks in each county
are responsible for obtaining your Ap-
plication for a Ballot by Mail (ABBM)
and your mail-in ballot. Remember to
address your application to the Early
Voting Clerk and ensure your signature
is on the outside of the ballot. Applica-
tions mailed to an address other than
the early voting clerk may be rejected.
You can send your application as early
as 60 days before the election, and it is
best to do it as soon as possible. Vote-
by-mail ballots are sent out between 30
and 45 days before an election or seven
days after the county election office re-
ceives an application.

How do I request a ballot from over-
seas?

U.S. citizens living abroad, includ-
ing military and non-military voters,
can request to vote by mail by submit-
ting a regular state Application for Bal-
lot by Mail (ABBM) or the Federal
Voting Assistance Program by submit-
ting a Federal Postcard Application
(FPCA). Texas has no preference for
which application you use, but the
ABBM requires a voter to be pre-
viously registered to vote and there
may be mailing delays from overseas.
The Travis County Elections Office
says FPCA voters are prioritized to en-
sure timely delivery due to their unique
circumstances, potentially resulting in
fewer delays than ABBM processing.

For the FPCA process, you’ll have
to fill out the FPCA application online,

print it and mail it. The FPCA acts as
both a registration and absentee ballot
request form, so voters not previously
registered can submit it by the FPCA
ballot request deadline of Oct. 25 to re-
ceive a ballot for federal offices. The
law requires absentee ballots to be sent
to voters at least 45 days before a fed-
eral election.

Registration deadlines impact the
type of ballot an FPCA voter will re-
ceive. Anyone who selects “return is
uncertain” on the ballot request will
automatically receive a ballot with fed-
eral races only if they reside in a juris-
diction with a federal race.

Voters who submit an FPCA and are
already registered or register between
20-30 days before Election Day will re-
ceive the full ballot. If an FPCA voter
registers 11-19 days before Election
Day, they receive a federal ballot only.

Your FCPA ballot can be tracked on
the Texas Secretary of State’s website.

What deadlines should I be aware
of?

The deadline to apply for a mail-in
ballot is Oct. 25, and the application
must be received by that date — not
just postmarked by that date.

The deadline for mail-in ballots to
be returned to a county is Election Day,
Nov. 5. If a ballot is postmarked by 7
p.m. locally that day, it’ll be counted if
the county receives it by 5 p.m. on Nov.
6.

Absentee ballots can also be deliv-
ered to the county elections office in
person with a valid ID while polls are
open on Election Day.

Completed ballots from military or
overseas voters are generally accepted
and counted if they’re received by Nov.
12 and are postmarked by the 7 p.m.
deadline on Election Day. (Read more
here about the different ballot request
and return process for military and
overseas voters.)

Can I track my ballot?

The Texas Secretary of State has a
Ballot by Mail Tracker available on-
line. If you are worried about your bal-
lot or have issues with the tracker, you
can call your county election official to
inquire. If you don’t receive your ballot
in time or run into issues, there may be
other options for you to vote in person
through a provisional ballot, curbside
voting or an emergency ballot. Read
more about these options below.

What should I do when my mail-in
ballot arrives?

When your ballot arrives, fill it out
with a black or blue pen. Fill out the
ovals completely — do not mark them
with Xs, checks, or circles. Place your
ballot in the ballot envelope and seal it.
Place the ballot envelope in the carrier
envelope, then fill out the carrier envel-
ope with the following information:

* Your Texas driver’s license or
personal identification number and
the last four digits of your Social
Security number.

* Your phone number and/or
email address in case there’s an
issue with your ballot.

* Seal the carrier envelope in both
places, then sign over the flap.

* If an assistant helps you com-
plete the ballot, they must fill out
the required information in the
space provided on the carrier en-
velope.

+ Ifyou cannot sign, your witness
must fill out the required infor-
mation in the space provided on
the carrier envelope.

Return your ballot as soon as pos-
sible. Remember, your ballot must be
received by 7 p.m. on Election Day.
You can return it using one of the fol-
lowing:

* Mail your ballot to the U.S.
Postal Service. You can also return
it using FedEx, UPS, or DHL.

* Hand deliver your ballot in per-

son to your county’s Early Voting
Clerk’s office on Election Day
while the polls are open. You
must show a photo ID or another
acceptable form of identification.

What kind of postage do I need to
return my mail-in ballot?

It depends on where you live. Post-
age for mail-in ballots will vary by
county because the style and size of
the ballot could be different from
county to county — and some
counties may pay postage for you.
Local elections offices should have
the specifics once ballots are finalized.
That said, if you don’t have enough
postage, your ballot should not be re-
turned to you. Instead, the Postal Serv-
ice is supposed to deliver the ballot
and bill the county for insufficient or
missing postage. If mailing by the
U.S. postal service, ensure you have
enough stamps.

Can you vote in person if you re-
quested a mailed ballot?

The short answer is yes if you are
in Texas and the county where you're
registered to vote. The process will be
more streamlined if you bring your
mail-in ballot to your polling place so
you can surrender it before casting
your vote. You can still cast a pro-
visional ballot if you don’t have it or
never received it. Your vote will be
counted once the county determines it
never received your mail-in ballot. So
if you decide to vote in person, bring
your ballot and photo ID.

Voters looking to vote by mail be-
cause of a sickness or disability may
also qualify to vote through curbside
voting or an emergency ballot.

To request an emergency ballot,
you must designate a representative to
submit an application in person on
your behalf and have a certified doc-
tor’s note. Your county’s Early Voting
Clerk must receive the application be-
fore 5 p.m. on Election Day, and your
ballot must be returned by the same
designated representative before 7
p.m. on Election Day to be counted.

How to address issues with your
mail-in voting application or ballot

Texas allows voters to correct their
mail-in ballots if the ballots are at risk
of being rejected for a technical error,
including missing information or sig-
natures. This also applies to issues
with applications to vote by mail.
County officials are responsible for
alerting voters if there is a defect with
their application or ballot carrier en-
velope and how to fix it.

If your mail-in ballot is rejected,
you have a six-day window after the
election to fix the issue. This year, that
deadline is Nov. 12. If there is an issue
with your mail-in ballot application, it
must be corrected by the application
deadline of Oct. 25.

You may correct certain application
defects online through the state’s bal-
lot tracker or address issues with your
application or ballot carrier envelope
by visiting your Early Voting Clerk’s
office.

Here are additional resources:
e The application to vote by mail
from the Texas Secretary
of State’s website, including a
PDF of the application and a Spa-
nish version
* FElection dates from the Texas
Secretary of State
* Information about military and
overseas voting
* Information about ID Require-
ments for voting by mail
* Additional voting my mail in-
structions from the state
* Information from the League
of Women Voters Texas

This article originally appeared in
The Texas Tribune at https://www.tex-
astribune.org/2024/08/14/vote-by-
mail-texas-2024-election/.




